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Wives, Slaves, and Concubines argues that Dutch colonial practices and law created a new set of

social and economic divisions in Batavia-Jakarta, modern-day Indonesia, to deal with difficult

realities in Southeast Asia. Jones uses compelling stories from ordinary Asian women to explore the

profound structural changes occurring at the end of the early colonial periodâ€”changes that helped

birth the modern world order. Based on previously untapped criminal proceedings and testimonies

by women who appeared before the Dutch East India Companyâ€™s Court of Alderman, this

fascinating study details the ways in which demographic and economic realities transformed the

social and legal landscape of 18th-century Batavia-Jakarta.Â Southeast Asian women played an

inordinately important role in the functioning of the early modern Asia Trade and in the short- and

long-term operations of the Dutch East India Company (VOC). Southeast Asia was a place where

most individuals operated within an intricate web of multiple, fluid, situational, and reciprocal social

relationships ranging from dependence to bondedness to slavery. The 18th century represents an

important turning point: the relatively open and autonomous Asia Trade that prompted Columbus to

set sail had begun to give way to an age of high imperialism and European economic hegemony.

How did these changes affect life for ordinary women in early modern Dutch Asia, and how did the

transformations wrought by Dutch colonialism alter their lives?Â The VOC created a legal division

that favored members of mixed VOC families, those in which Asian women married men employed

by the VOC. Thus, employmentâ€”not raceâ€”became the path to legal preference, a factor that

disadvantaged the rest of the Asian women. In short, colonialism created a new underclass in Asia,

one that had a particularly female cast. By the latter half of the 18th century, an increasingly

operational dichotomy of slave and free supplanted an otherwise fluid system of reciprocal

bondedness. The inherent divisions of this new system engendered social friction, especially as the

emergent early modern economic order demanded new, tractable forms of labor. Dutch domestic

law gave power to female elites in Dutch Asia, but it left the majority of women vulnerable to the

more privileged on both sides of this legal divide. Slaves fled and violence erupted when traditional

expectations of social mobility collided with new demands from the masters and the state.
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"A lively, readable work. Recommended for its originality, its use of primary sources that are not

easily accessible, its contribution to the study of women in South East Asia, and because it closed a

gap in the literature on Indonesian and Dutch colonial history."â€”Carol G.S. Tan, School of Law,

SOAS, University of London"Wonderfully written ... makes it points clearly and with a minimal use of

verbiage. A truly solid piece of research that will make a genuine contribution to the field."â€”Paul

Rodell, Georgia Southern University

Uncovers firsthand accounts of women's experiences in 18th-century Dutch Asia

Book seller was great, got in a timely manner with no problems. The book draws from VOC sources

in Dutch East Indies, briefly covers VOC's history and specifically its rules on inter-marriage.

my wife wanted it for her class in her travel trip. Her teacher is the same author.She is impressive

with the service and timeness of the sellor
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